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Amendments to tbe Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of delayed answering of calls directed to a 
mobile telephone, comprising: 

accepting an incoming call from a calling party device; 

determining a current operational mode in which the mobile telephone has been 

preset; 

disabling transmission of input from a voice pickup device associated with the 
mobile telephone during a preset delay period from a time the incoming call is accepted if 
the mobile telephone has been preset to a current operational mode in which delayed 
answering is enabled ; and 

transmitting a prerecorded message to the calling party device during the preset 
delay period. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

in response to detection of a voice input, disabling transmission of the 
prerecorded message; and 

enabling transmission of input from the voice pickup device. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the preset delay period is set as an 
option in the mobile telephone. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the preset delay period is set as an 
option when a user of the mobile telephone registers with a mobile telephone network. 

5. (Canceled) 
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6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[5]] I, wherein the operating current 
operational mode of the mobile telephone is [[set]] preset by way of one or more on- 
screen menus of the mobile telephone. 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[5]] i, wherein the oper a t in g current 
operational mode of the mobile telephone is [[set]] preset by way of a physical switch 
associated with the mobile telephone. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
determining an identity of the calling party device; 

comparing the identity of the calling party device to a list of calling party devices; 

and 

determining if delayed answering should be used to answer the call, based on the 
comparison, wherein disabling transmission of input from a voice pickup device and 
transmitting a prerecorded message to the calling party device arc performed if delayed 
answering should be used. 

1 0. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the mobile telephone has 
been preset to a current operational mode associated with an event, and further 
comprising: 

retrieving a schedule of events from a memory associated with the mobile 
telephone; 

detennining if [[an]] t£g event in the schedule of events is scheduled for a present 
time; and 

determining if the event is an event for which delayed answering is to be used, 
wherein disabling transmission of input from a voice pickup device and transmitting a 
prerecorded message to the calling party device are performed if the event is an event for 
which delayed answering is to be used 
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1 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein determining if the event is 
an event for which delayed answering is to be used includes at least one of retrieving an 
identifier indicating whether delayed answering is to be used and retrieving an identifier 
of [[an]] the current operational mode of the mobile telephone associated with the event. 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 0, wherein determining if the event is 
an event for which delayed answering is to be used includes: 

performing term identification on a description of the event; and 
determining if one or more terms in the description of the event are associated 

with [[an]] the current operational mode associated with the event of the mobile 

tolophonoin which d e lay e d answering i s e nabled . 

13. (Currently amended) An apparatus for delayed answering of calls directed to a 
mobile telephone, comprising: 

means for accepting an incoming call from a calling party device; 

means for determining a preset current operational mode ofthe mobile telephone: 

means for disabling transmission of input from a voice pickup device associated 
with the mobile telephone during a preset delay period from a time the incoming call is 
accepted i f the mobile telephone has been preset to a current operational mode in which 
delayed answering is enabled : and 

means for transmitting a prerecorded message to the calling party device during 
the preset delay period. 

14. (Ori ginal) The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising: 

means for disabling transmission of the prerecorded message in response to 
detection of a voice input; and 

means for enabling transmission of input from the voice pickup device. 

1 5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the preset delay period is set as an 
option in the mobile telephone. 
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1 6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 3, wherein the preset delay period is set as an 
option when a user of the mobile telephone registers with a mobile telephone network. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[1 7]] 13, wherein the operating 
current operational mode of the mobile telephone is [[set]] preset by way of one or more 
on-screen menus of the mobile telephone. 

20. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim [[17]] 11, wherein the operating 
current operational mode of the mobile telephone is [[set]] preset by way of a physical 
switch associated with the mobile telephone. 

21.. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising: 

means for determining an identity of the calling party device; 

means for comparing the identity of the calling party device to a list of calling 

party devices; and 

means for determining if delayed answering should be used to answer the call 
based on the comparison, wherein the means for disabling transmission of input from a 
voice pickup device and means for transmitting a prerecorded message to the calling 
party device operate if delayed answering should be used. 

22. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 13. wherein the mobile telephone 
has been preset to a current operational mode associated with an event, and further 
comprising: 

means for retrieving a schedule of events from a memory associated with the 
mobile telephone; 

means for determining if [[an]] the event in the schedule of events is scheduled 
for a present time; and 

Page 5 of 15 
GusJer et al. - 09/998,028 

PAGE 7/17 * RCVD AT 10115/2004 3:29:06 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-E FXRF-1/6 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:9723672008 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-34 



10/15/2004 . 14:26 9723672008 



YEE & ASSOCIATES 



PAGE 



means for determining if the event is an event for which del ayed answering is to 
be used, wherein the means for disabling transmission of input from a voice pickup 
device and means for transmitting a prerecorded message to the calling party device 
operate if the event is an event for which delayed answering is to be used. 

23. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the means for 
deterrnining if the event is an event for which delayed answering is to be used includes at 
least one of means for retrieving an identifier indicating whether delayed answering is to 
be used and means for retrieving an identifier of [[an]] the current operational mode of 
fe e mobil e t e lephon e associated with the event. 

24. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the means for 
determining if the event is an event for which delayed answering is to be used includes: 

means for performing term identification on a description of the event; and 
means for determining if one or more terms in the description of the event are 

associated with [[an]] the current operational mode associated with the event of th e 

mobilo tolophone in whioh-doloyod answering io enabled . 

25. (Currently amended) A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for delayed answerin g of calls directed to a mobile telephone, comprising: 

first instructions for accepting an incoming call from a calling party device; 

second instructions for determining a current operational mode in which the 
mobile telephone has been preset: 

se cond third instructions for disabling transmission of input from a voice pickup 
device associated with the mobile telephone during a preset delay period from a time the 
incoming call is accepted if the mobile telephone has been preset to a current operational 
mode in which delayed answering is enabled : and 

third fourth instructions for transmitting a prerecorded message to the calling 
party device during the preset delay period. 
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26. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 25, further 
comprising: 

fourth fifth instructions for disabling transmission of the prerecorded message in 
response to detection of a voice input; and 

ftfth sixth instructions for enabling transmission of input from the voice pickup 

device. 

27. (Original) The computer program product of claim 25, wherein the preset delay 
period is set as an option in the mobile telephone. 

28. (Original) The computer program product of claim 25, wherein the preset delay 
period is set as an option when a user of the mobile telephone registers with a mobile . 
telephone network. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. ' (Canceled) 

31. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim [[29]] 25_, wherein 
the operating current operational mode of the mobile telephone is [[set]] preset by way of 
one or more on-screen menus of the mobile telephone. 

32. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim [[29]] 25, wherein 
the operating current operational mode of the mobile telephone is [[set]] preset by way of 
a physical switch associated with the mobile telephone. 

33. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 25, further 
comprising: 

fourth fifth instructions for determining an identity of the calling party device; 
#&k sixth instructions for comparing the identity of the calling party device to a 
list of cal ling party devices; and 
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swrth seventh instructions for determining if delayed answering should be used to 
answer the call based on the comparison, wherein the second third instructions for 
disabling transmission of input from a voice pickup device and th#d fourth instructions 
for transmitting a prerecorded message to the calling party device are executed if delayed 
answering should be used. 

34. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 25, wherein the 
mobile telephone has been preset to a current operational mode associated with an event, 
and further comprising: 

fourth fifth instructions for retrieving a schedule of events from a memory 
associated with the mobile telephone; 

fifth sixth instructions for determining if [[an]] the event in the schedule of events 
is scheduled for a present time; and 

sixth seventh instructions for determining if the event is an event for which 
delayed answering is to be used, wherein the s e cond third instructions for disabling 
transmission of input from a voice pickup device and &Hd fourth instructions for 
transmitting a prerecorded message to the calling party device are executed if the event is 
an event for which delayed answering is to be used. 

35. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 34, wherein the 
sixth seventh^ instructions for determining if the event is an event for which delayed 
answering is to be used include at least one of instructions for retrieving an identifier 
indicating whether delayed answering is to be used and instructions for retrieving an 
identifier of [[an]] lhe_current operational mode fr f-tho mobile tolophono associated with 
the event 

36. (Currently amended) The computer program product of claim 34, wherein the 
afitfe seventh instructions for detennining if the event is an event for which delayed 
answering is to be used include: 

instructions for perform ing term identification on a description of the event; and 
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instructions for determining if one or more terms in the description of the event 
are associated with [[an]] the current operational mode associated with the event of the 
mobil e telophono in - whioh do l ay o d anow e ring is enabl e d . 

37. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the current operati onal mode includes one 
of an operational mode in which delayed answering is enabled for all accepted incoming 
calls, an operational mode in which delayed answering is enabled for all accepted 
incoming calls except those from identified callers, and an operational mode in which the 
called party has a choice of enabling the delayed answering, 

38. (New) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the current operational mode includes 
one of an operational mode in which delayed answering is enabled for all accepted 
incoming calls, an operational mode in which delayed answering is enabled for all 
accepted incoming calls except those from identified callers, and an operational mode in 
which the called party has a choice of enabling the delayed answering. 

39. (New) The computer program product of claim 25, wherein the current 
operational mode includes one of an operational mode in which delayed answering is 
enabled for all accepted incoming calls, an operational mode in which delayed answering 
is enabled for all accepted incoming calls except those from identified callers, and an 
operational mode in which the called party has a choice of enabling the delayed 
answering. 
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